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troubled in mind, because he has only a daughter to succeed him.
While his daughter, the Shan princess, plays and sings and dances
in her garden, the merchants with the brother pass by. The brother
and the princess fall in love with each other and plight their
troth in song and dance. The chieftain arrives on the scene, but
fortunately for all concerned, he approves of the young man and
proclaims him heir.

Meanwhile the sister in Thaton is having her adventures. A god,
who had been brother to her in a previous existence, gives her an
ear-ring as a token of affection. She puts it away for wearing on special
occasions. The king passes by her window, falls in love, and makes
her queen. That night, as the new queen awaits her husband, she
sings happy songs to herself, then puts on the ear-ring, and falls
asleep. She now lo'oks like an ogress for, unknown to the well-
meaning god, the ear-ring causes its wearer to have the appearance of
an ogress. The king, on entering, thinks her to be an ogress who has
assumed human form to bring disaster to his kingdom. So he orders
her execution and commands that her foster-father himself must
execute her, as he suspects the nobleman of having known all the
time that his adopted daughter is an evil being. So at dawn, the girl
is put into a velvet bag,1 and the doting father is ordered by soldiers
to beat her to death. He refuses, in spite of tortures, until the girl
begs him to dispatch her quickly and end her agony. She dies,
singing pathetic songs, while the father and even the soldiers cry.
In compliance with her request before her death, the dead body is
sent floating down the river on a raft. The father then engages a
bricklayer to build a pagoda on the spot where she was executed.
The bricklayer is a cynical old fellow, who thinks some unnecessary
fuss is being made of a dead girl. He is a comic character.

The god of the forest stops the raft and lays the dead queen
on the river bank. Her ghost appears before the brother,
now chief of the Shan state in succession to his father-in-law. He
at once leaves for Thaton attended by a minister. The god of
the forest, unknown to the brother, causes him to find the body
of his sister. He is grief-stricken, and guessing from the velvet
bag what had happened, swears revenge on the king of Thaton. He

1 According to established custom, Burmese royalty were put into velvet
bags before execution. Also, as no blood of royal persons should be shed on
the scaffold, the usual method of their execution was by drowning, burning or

beating.
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